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for I had formed acquaintances there and estab-
lished friendships which had become, as it were, a
part of my being. I returned to Haverhill, and
started for the South the first of December [1831].
Being1 a member of the National Republican con-
vention [a delegate from Hartford] I intended to
spend a part of the winter in Baltimore and
Washington. On reaching Boston, I was taken
with the influenza, which, added to previous ill
health, kept me at home during the whole winter.
In the spring [of 1832] the precarious state of
my health, and some prospects which were held
out to me by my political friends, induced me to
remain in this section of the country. These pros-
pects might have been realized before this but
for a circumstance over which I had no control.
You know what a tedious time we have had here
relative to the choice of Representative to Con-
gress. My political friends insisted upon my
allowing myself to be a candidate. Astonished as
I was at such an unexpected prospect, I could
only assure them that my age presented, to say
nothing of anything else, an insuperable barrier,
the Constitution requiring twenty-five years, and
my age being only twenty-four. ... I should
not have mentioned it but to account for my re-
maining in this section of the country. ... I
have written little for a long time save upon dry
politics. I hate Jackson, or rather Jackson's
measures, most cordially. I admire Clay, and
shall do all I can to promote his success."

The " tedious time " referred to in the above
letter was in connection with the  candidacy of